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CrossCert contributes to the success of the 
next generation of Energy Performance  
Certificates (EPCs) by developing and testing 
guidelines and recommendations that achieve 
the following:

■	 Improved accuracy and usability of the  
certificate;

■	 A human-centred design and satisfactory 
user experience;

■	 Greater homogeneity across Europe.

This Horizon 2020 project is developing a 
product testing methodology for the new  
energy performance certificate for buildings.  

The crossCert project: 

(1) 	 performs cross-testing between the current 
energy certificates and the new approaches/
concepts/initiatives using more than  
140 buildings in 10 European countries and 
creates a public benchmarking database  
of test cases; 

(2) 	compares and analyses the results of the 
different approaches; 

(3) 	prepares policy recommendations that 
include potential improvements in accuracy, 
usability and harmonisation; 

(4) 	involves networks and alliances for analysis 
and outreach.

How crossCert achieves its goals

The project is based on knowledge exchange 
between European stakeholders on existing and 
new EPCs in several Member States. This exchange 
includes extensive cross-certification between 
European countries and the establishment of an 
internet-based EPC Knowledge Exchange Centre. 

The partners recommend procedures and  
guidelines to ensure the quality and value of  
the new EPCs and that they meet the new  
EU requirements. This process consists of  
assessing the new EPC against indicators such  
as accuracy, data integration, replicability,  
understandability, verifiability or data use.  
A methodology is developed to assess these 
indicators in a quantifiable way.

Our results

■	 A public benchmark repository.
■	 Technical guidelines for the next generation 

of EPCs.
■	 Guidelines and tools for the exploitation of 

EPC data.
■	 Guidelines for people-centred EPCs. 
■	 Recommendations for the harmonisation of 

next generation EPCs. 
■	 An EPC knowledge exchange centre.  

A web-based repository of information on 
EPC approaches. 

■	 An EPC community forum.
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